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AN ACT

Providing for independent oversight and review of regulations, creating an Independent
Regulatory Review Commission, providing for its powers and duties and making repeals.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby enacts as
follows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Regulatory Review Act."
Section 2. Legislative intent.

(a) The General Assembly has enacted a large number of statutes and has conferred on
boards, commissions, departments and agencies within the executive branch of government the
authority to adopt rules and regulations to implement those statutes. The General Assembly has
found that this delegation of its authority has resulted in regulations being promulgated without
undergoing effective review concerning cost benefits, duplication, inflationary impact and
conformity to legislative intent. The General Assembly finds that it must establish a procedure
for oversight and review of regulations adopted pursuant to this delegation of legislative power
in order to curtail excessive regulation and to require the executive branch to justify its exercise
of the authority to regulate before imposing hidden costs upon the economy of Pennsylvania. It
is the intent of this act to establish a method for ongoing and effective legislative review and
oversight in order to foster executive branch accountability; to provide for primary review by a
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function; to provide ultimate review of regulations by the General Assembly; and to assist the
Governor, the Attorney General and the General Assembly in their supervisory and oversight
functions. To the greatest extent possible, this act is intended to encourage the resolution of
objections to a regulation and the reaching of a consensus among the commission, the standing
committees, interested parties and the agency.

(b) This act is not intended to create a right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law by a person against another person or against the Commonwealth, its
agencies or its officers.

(2 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)

Section 3. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall have, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise, the meanings given to them in this section:

"Agency." Any department, departmental administrative board or commission,
independent board or commission, agency or other authority of this Commonwealth now
existing or hereafter created, but shall not include the Senate or the House of Representatives,
the PennsylvaniaFish Commission, the Pennsylvania Game Commission or any court, political
subdivision, municipal or local authority.

"Commission." The Independent Regulatory Review Commission.

"Committee." A standing committee of the Senate or the House of Representatives
designated by the President pro tempore of the Senate for the Senate or by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives for the House. The designation shall prescribe the jurisdiction of each
standing committee over the various State agencies for purposes of this act. The designation
shall be transmitted to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in fthe Pennsylvania
Bulletin.

"Commonwealth Attorneys Act." The act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known
as the "Commonwealth Attorneys Act."

"Commonwealth Documents Law." The act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, N0.240), referred
to as the Commonwealth Documents Law.

"Designated standing committee.” (Def. deleted by amendment).

"Family." A parent, spouse, child, brother or sister.

"Final-form regulation." A regulation previously published as a proposed regulation
pursuant to the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth
Documents Law, which an agency submits to the commission and the committees following the
close of the public comment period.

"Final-omitted regulation.” A regulation which an agency submits to the commission and
the committees for which the agency has omitted notice of proposed rulemaking pursuant to
section 204 of the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth
Documents Law.

"Promulgate." To publish an order adopting a final-form or final-omitted regulation in
accordance with the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth
Documents Law.

"Proposed regulation.” A document intended for promulgation as a regulation which an
agency submits to the commission and the committees and for which the agency gives notice of
proposed rulemaking and holds a public comment period ;Sursuant to the act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth Documents Law.

"Regulation." Any rule or regulation, or order in the nature of a rule or regulation,
promulgated by an agency under statutory authority in the administration of any statute
administered by or relating to the agency or amending, revising or otherwise altering the terms
and provisions of an
existing regulation, or prescribing the practice or procedure before such agency. The term shall
also include actions of the Liquor Control Board which have an effect on the discount rate for
retail licensees. The term shall not include a proclamation, executive order, directive or similar
document issued by the Governor, but shall include a regulation which may be promulgated by
an agency, only with the approval of the Governor.

"Withdrawal." Removal of a proposed, final-form or final-omitted regulation by an agency
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