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TO: Chairman Freeman, Chairman Miller, and members of the House Local Government
Committee

FROM: Jennie Shade, Senior Director of Government Relations 'S "

DATE: February 3, 2026

SUBJECT: Support of HB 1485 P.N. 1739

I am writing on behalf of the Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association (PMAA), which represents
nearly 700 municipal authorities across the Commonwealth. Authorities provide essential services, including
drinking water, wastewater treatment, waste management, and other community projects, to more than six
million people in Pennsylvania.

PMAA supports HB 1485 P.N. 1739, which amends the Emergency and Law Enforcement Personnel Death
Benefits Act to expand the scope of covered personnel and clarify benefit eligibility. Specifically, the
legislation would include public works employees of municipal authorities whose duties involve emergency
response and critical infrastructure maintenance. Under the bill, when a qualifying public servant dies as a
result of performing their duties, including while responding to emergencies as first responders or in
conjunction with first responders, that individual’s family would be eligible for state death benefits.

For municipal authorities, publics works employees are essential to the safe operation of water and
wastewater systems, stormwater and sewer infrastructure, parks, transportation assets, and other public
facilities. These employees routinely work in demanding conditions, and in many cases, respond directly to
emergencies that threaten public health and safety. HB 1485 appropriately recognizes their contributions by
extending equitable access to the death benefits system to this critical workforce.

Why PMAA Supports HB 1485:

e Equity in Emergency-Related Death Benefits: Including municipal authority public works
employees ensures parity with other public servants whose responsibilities put them in harm’s way.

e Support for Families: Providing timely, defined state support for families of fallen public servants
honors the sacrifice made in service to our communities.

On behalf of our members, we respectfully ask that you support HB 1485 P.N. 1739. Thank you for your
consideration. We also extend our appreciation to Representative Joe Ciresi for his leadership on this issue.
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About PMAA

For more than 80 years, the Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association (PMAA) has been the primary voice of community-
based services representing the interests of more than 2,600 municipal authorities across the Commonwealth. Services provided
by the Association include advocacy on governmental affairs issues, education and training, and member benefit programs.



